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Boltwood's skill as a chemist and his success in the discovery and
separation of ionium, the immediate parent of radium, as well as upon
their first work at Manchester on the rate of growth of radon from
radium.
The centenary of Volta was celebrated at Como (11-17 September)
and agreat International Congress of Electrical Science held. Rutherford
recalled the communication made by Volta to the Royal Society in
1795, and his great discovery in 1800, for which the Society awarded
him a medal. He pointed out that Volta made the first battery and that
his name is perpetuated in the word Volt*; he continued:
All scientific men, I assume, will gladly unite in doing homage to the
memory of Alessandro Volta for his fundamental discoveries. To
Englishmen in particular, the celebration of the Centenary is of especial
interest and significance on account of the close connection of Volta
with the scientific men of this country. His famous paper entitled
" On the electricity excited by the mere contact of inducting substances
of different kinds" was first communicated as a letter to the President
of die Royal Society, Sir Joseph Banks, in 1800, and published by the ,
Society. The importance of the discoveries of Volta was at once recog-
nised and during his visit to England he was everywhere received as
one of the greatest scientific men of his age.
The discovery of the generation of electricity by the combination
of chemical elements was of great theoretical as well as of great practical
importance. It first disclosed that intimate connection between elec-
tricity and matter which was so strikingly brought out later by the
researches of Faraday in the laws of electrolysis. In this respect the
discoveries of Volta provided the first step in the development of that
* Electrical Theory of Matter* which a century later was to dominate
the progress of Physical Science.
In 1927, while Rutherford was President of the Royal Society, he
was also Chairman of a Committee for the reorganisation of the National
Physical Laboratory, the second Director of which, Sir Joseph Petavel,
had been appointed at the end of the War.
The amount of time and thought that public men voluntarily give